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MEMOBANDUM FOR: Chairman, Usited States Intelligence Boaxd

THROUGHE : Depnty Director for Support
SUBJECT : A Preposal t!ut Gwrgt « ¥ilson, Staff
Tashington Dost, Be Contacted
by 2 Pablic Aﬁ;iﬂ Cificer, Department

of Dofense

1. This memeoraadws contalas a recemmendation for your
approval; such recoramendation is ::ezmtainad ia patagraah H,

2. As you knew, the matter rajsed in Vice Admiral Noel
Gayler's lstter of 10 Augast 1970 concarning usautborirad disclo-
sures of SIGINT iaformation to the news media was the subject of
s therough ro-sxamination and discussion by the Security Committos
of the United States Intelligence Soard. As a reault, & mechaninx
was established by the Security Commitiee called the "Tuick Reaction’
Working Group., The Cormmittee folt that this “Working Jroup, at the
right timwe and under the right circumstances, might succeod in
identification of the zource of a disclosure,

3. Siace the Workiag CGroup's formation on 21 Asgust 1970,
the Security Commities hias conducted timsly investigations of
sumesrons discldsures which had the bunefit of a quick responss
combloed with axtensive past experience., As in the past, the
investigations proved uaproductive bacauee the documents involved,
 ia spite of immediate luguiry, were so widely disseminated that
iaterviews with recipients became a fruitless task,

Ghodr 1
Approved For Release 2003/051§t' ﬁﬁ.]RE aamomiamm+3ooosoo47-o
c tdowngrading and
dectassitication |




25)

Approved For Release 2003/(5&RE,T-RDP84-00780R004300060047-0

3 = Lol ¥
reperting. | | Chief, Counterintelligence Branck,
DIA Security, belioves that the Assistant Secretary of Dafense, Nr.
Robert ¥, Froehlke, and the Director, DIA, Lisuteaant Cenersl
Doaald V. Bennati, would fully support such aa appreach to Wilsen,
and ha is propared te take the necessary action to obtain their
appraval,

7. The Security Committee recogaises that there is a risk in
contacting Wilsom, but considers his threat to intelligence sources
sud mathods greater, and worth the risk of sews media criticiem.
In the past Wilson has been of concera to the Pentagon bacauss of
his disclosurs of Secret data concerning a Navy proposal to sink
the cldest 12 of the Navy's 4] Polaris submarines to save meaey,
Wilson was subseguently coatacted by a Pentagon representative.
Altbough aflable, he was noncomamittal. Subseguently, he wrots
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an article in the Waghington Pepst, dated 17 July 1969, esatitled "Folaria
‘Leak’ to Congress under Prode” (Tab C), This articls, critical of the
Pentagon investigation, apparently did not create a stir sither in the
mass media or ia the intelligence community, The “"Probe™ article,

in fact, did appear to have a salutary effect in that for & peried of six
to nine months Wilson did not originate matarial which was of serious
sscurity concern. Cenjecture is that Wilson's sources may have baen
less williag to provids him with classified fuformation, knowing that

he was of interest to Goverament iavestigators,

&, Bk is recommendad that the Security Committes proposal to
coutact Wilson through & Pentagon Public Affairs Officar selected by
the Departinent of Defense be approved. In the interim, the Cenginittee

will continue to pursus vigorous investigations of these news media “leaks’

which threaten our intelligence sources and metheds, sepecially those
breaches of security in the fleld of SIGNAL INTELLICENCE.

9. We have attached, as Tab I, background information en
Wiison,
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SUBJECT: A Preposal that George C. Wilson, Statf Writar,
Yashington Post, Be Contacted by s Public elaticas
Officer, Dspartment of Dafsase

CONCURRENC E:
,. {signea) Jonn y, Coffey | 4 MAY 1971
Joha W, Coffsy Dats
Depaty Director
for Support

The recomumsndation containsd la paragraph 3 is approvad,
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